


20	  years	  of	  Bush	  For	  Life	  –	  	  
	  So	  much	  more	  than	  weeding.	  



Trees	  For	  Life’s	  Vision:	  
	  

People	  ac#vely	  caring	  for	  
nature	  to	  improve	  the	  

health	  of	  our	  environment	  
and	  communi7es	  -‐	  for	  
current	  and	  future	  

genera7ons	  



Bush	  For	  Life:	  
	  1994	  -‐	  present	  

Engaging,	  training	  
and	  suppor7ng	  
volunteers	  to	  care	  
for	  remnant	  
bushland	  	  



Bush	  For	  Life:	  
	  
	  

316	  BFL	  sites	  over	  	  
	  4200	  ha	  

BFL	  volunteers	  contribute	  	  
	  $1.3m	  annually	  

1200+	  trained	  and	  	  
	  registered	  volunteers	  



Before	  



A4er	  





21/01/2001	  04/04/2004	  20/02/2007	  25/06/2015	  





Benefits:	  
Wellbeing	  

Biodiversity	  	  
	  Conserva7on	  

Training	  and	  skill	  	  
	  development	  

Wide	  influence	  



79%	  of	  volunteers	  said	  support	  was	  
Excellent	  

“Coordinators	  always	  friendly,	  
responsive,	  willing	  to	  solve	  any	  
problems	  -‐	  great	  work”	  
“BFL	  support	  really	  gives	  us	  a	  push	  
along	  to	  get	  more	  work	  done.	  It's	  
very	  encouraging	  and	  helps	  me	  get	  
mo#vated”	  



Partner	  survey	  results	  

Biodiversity	  conserva7on 	   	  93%	  

“passionate	  people	  working	  on	  
localised	  projects	  with	  real	  outcomes”	  

Community	  engagement 	   	  76%	  

“Long-‐term	  stewardship	  of	  sites	  in	  
collabora#on	  with	  local	  government	  
and	  local	  volunteers”	  



What	  are	  your	  names	  and	  how	  
long	  have	  you	  been	  volunteering	  
on	  your	  Bush	  For	  Life	  site?	  

Video	  1	  





What	  changes	  have	  you	  seen	  on	  
your	  Bush	  For	  Life	  site?	  

Video	  2	   Video	  3	  







How	  do	  you	  feel	  about	  your	  site?	  

Video	  4	  





What	  keeps	  you	  mo7vated	  to	  
keep	  working	  on	  your	  site	  aWer	  20	  
years?	  

Video	  5	   Video	  6	  







How	  has	  the	  local	  community	  
benefited	  from	  the	  Bush	  For	  Life	  
site?	  

Video	  7	  





What	  are	  your	  hopes	  for	  the	  site	  
in	  future?	  

Video	  8	  





Key	  challenges:	  
	  

Maintaining	  the	  value	  
while	  mee7ng	  evolving	  
requirements	  of	  funders	  

	  
Demonstra7ng	  the	  
intangible	  benefits	  of	  

the	  program	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  



Program	  Review:	  
	  

What	  could	  we	  gain?	  
	  
	  
	  

What	  can’t	  we	  lose?	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  



In	  conclusion…	  

The	  value	  of	  the	  BFL	  	  
	  program	  is	  far	  reaching	  

Change	  is	  inevitable	  

BFL	  must	  respond	  to	  change	  
	  to	  stay	  relevant	  



Trees	  For	  Life	  gratefully	  acknowledges	  the	  
support	  of:	  

Adelaide City Council 

Adelaide Hills Council 

Alexandrina Council 

The Barossa Council 

Clare & Gilbert Valleys Council 

City of Burnside 

City of Holdfast Bay 

City of Marion 

City of Mitcham 

Natural Resources Adelaide and Mount Lofty Ranges  

Natural Resources Northern & Yorke 

Natural Resources SA Murray Darling-Basin 

Native Vegetation Council of South Australia 

City of Onkaparinga 

City of Playford 

City of Pt Adelaide & Enfield 

City of Tea Tree Gully 

City of Victor Harbor 

District Council of Mallala 

District Council of Mt Barker 

Light Regional Council 

Rural City of Murray Bridge 

Town of Gawler 

Wakefield Regional Council 

Office for Recreation and Sport 

Dept Transport Energy & 
Infrastructure 

SA Water 

ElectraNet Pty Ltd 


